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Member of Parliament
Hochelaga

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR FEDERAL MP
Dear fellow citizens:
The arrival of fall marked the start of the parliamentary term and, sadly, the arrival of the second
wave of COVID-19. It was with great enthusiasm
that I traveled to Ottawa to represent the interests
of our riding of Hochelaga. It is an honor for me to
represent you in government.
I know these are difficult times for many of you.
I have met, virtually or in person, many citizens,
community organizations and local businesses who
all talk to me about the challenges they face. For
this reason, our government reacted quickly with
progressive measures to ensure that the population’s social and economic safety net was maintained. It is not for citizens to get into debt because
of the pandemic, but for government to invest in
order to prevent you from having to do so.
I am proud of our government's latest announcements in the Speech from the Throne, as I know
they will have a positive impact on you, and on
Hochelaga. I am referring, among other things,
to our emergency aid benefits (page 4), funding
for food banks and the housing agreement. We
also made a commitment, in the Speech from the
Throne, to create a million jobs and that the economic recovery be geared towards a feminist green
new deal. Women have been greatly affected by
the pandemic. It is often they who have had to

look after the children at home or who were in
front-line situations. It is for this reason that we
want to continue assisting them in their efforts to
overcome these problems.
I encourage you to consult page 4 of this newsletter
to find out more about the detailed measures put
in place by our government to help you get through
the various issues that most concern you.
We must protect ourselves and our loved ones by
flattening the curve and slowing the spread of this
virus. To achieve this, I invite you to download the
COVID ALERT application.
I am always available to answer your questions and
help you navigate the various federal programs.
Our office is operational and we are able to answer
your questions quickly by phone or email.

OTTAWA OFFICE
Confederation building
Suite 561
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6
Tel. 613-947-4576
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
2030 boul. Pie-IX
Suite 225
Montreal QC H1V 2C8
Tel. 514-283-2655
Pie-IX

Soraya.MartinezFerrada@parl.gc.ca
sorayamartinezferrada.ca

Wishing everyone a wonderful fall and I look
forward to seeing you again in the streets of
Hochelaga.

Soraya Martinez Ferrada
Member of Parliament
Hochelaga

CALL WITH THE YAMBO BROTHERS

The citizens of Hochelaga will never cease to amaze me with their resourcefulness. I had the opportunity
to chat with two brilliant young men, Brayan and Dilan Yambo, who braved the cold September mornings
to access WiFi outside the municipal library (closed due to COVID -19) in order to take their virtual courses
at Collège Maisonneuve. I was relieved to find out that they now have WiFi access at home. They are the
perfect example of school perseverance, and of the truly inspiring resilience of the citizens of Hochelaga.
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PRESENT FOR THE CITIZENS OF HOCHELAGA, IN THE FIELD OR VIRTUALLY

Roundtable with the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Seniors and related agencies

Roundtable with Minister Mendicino

On September 17, we held a conference with the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Seniors, Stéphane Lauzon.

I was happy to organize a roundtable with the Minister of Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship, my colleague Marco Mendicino, and
immigration agencies in Montreal.

We had interesting discussions on the issues facing Hochelaga
elders, including isolation, the digital divide, the reality of the health
crisis and federal government assistance.

This discussion allowed us to exchange information on our
government's achievements in terms of immigration during a
pandemic.

CAP-CARE Visit

ESTIM Virtual Gala

Congratulations to CAP St-Barnabé and CARE Montreal for setting
up emergency accommodations, in addition to expanding the CAP
shelter to accommodate close to 50 people 7 days/week.

Through the House of Commons, I am associated with the
ESTim Gala organized by the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern
Montreal. This year, the gala presented twelve prizes to
entrepreneurs in eastern Montreal, including three companies
located in Hochelaga: Coop Couturières Pop, Cuisine Collective
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve and Terre à soi.

I visited the shelter, partly funded by the federal Reaching Home
initiative, with Michel Monette, director of CARE Montreal.
Thank you for your great work!

THANK YOU TO OUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Le Fournil Ancestral
Dorin, owner and baker, is very friendly and
made me feel right at home in his bakery
which has been open for 21 years. Thank you
for the welcome and the delicious breads!
4254 Rue Beaubien E, Montréal, QC H1T 1S6

My heart goes out to our local businesses who are going through a very difficult
period because of the pandemic. I strongly encourage you to show solidarity with
our local businesses by buying local. They will welcome you with open arms when
you visit.
As for our local business owners, please note that several federal government
programs are available to help you get through these difficult times. Contact my
team and me if you have any questions regarding the different programs in place.
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Répit-Providence Visit

Youth Council

I had the opportunity to visit Répit-Providence, the only organization
in Montreal to offer temporary accommodation for children aged 0 to
5 on a voluntary basis while offering parental support.

I was able to discuss the challenges of economic recovery in
Quebec and Canada with my Hochelaga Youth Council. I have
ensured that the voice of our youth is heard in Ottawa in our
programs and achievements.

Répit-Providence provides help to over 150 children and their
families each year. I was also able to give them 60 masks donated and
produced by Papa Masque. Two dads from Hochelaga are behind this
business. Thank you Papa Masque for your donation.

I am privileged to be able to count on our youth to rebuild and
revive our green economy.

Follow us on Facebook for the latest news:
SorayaMartinezFerrada

HOUSING AGREEMENT
Latin American Heritage Month: upcoming events
As a woman of Chilean origin, I am proud to have spoken in the
House of Commons on behalf of the more than 400,000 Canadians
of Latin American origin who contribute to society.

On October 6, 2020, our government and the Government
of Quebec signed a historic agreement to improve housing
in our province. This represents a joint investment of over
$ 3.7 billion over 10 years to improve housing conditions as
well as to protect, renew and expand the housing stock.

As part of Latin American Heritage Month, I will participate in
several virtual events to honor our community.

100th

Quincaillerie Grégoire
Happy 100th birthday to Quincaillerie Grégoire and
ANNIVERSARY
to the team of women who have owned the hardware
store from generation to generation. A beautiful model to
encourage young women to pursue their dream career.
3605 Rue Ontario E, Montréal, QC H1W 1R8
Clinique optométrie Bélanger
I would like to thank the whole
team for their warm welcome.
They helped me find my new pair
of glasses!
4249 Rue Sainte-Catherine E,
Montréal, QC H1V 1X4

COVID ALERT APPLICATION
Developed by the Government of Canada, this application
is now available for use in Quebec. Its use is free, secure
and voluntary. It is one more tool to help limit the spread of
COVID-19 and uses Bluetooth technology. I encourage you to
download this app now!
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NEW MEASURES
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

While we are still facing this pandemic, our government has put in place three new benefits
to support those still affected by the COVID-19 crisis.

1

Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB)
for workers who are not eligible for regular Employment Insurance, such as selfemployed workers who are unable to return to work due to COVID-19 or whose salary
decreased by more than 50%

2

Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB)
gives income support to workers who are unable to do at least 50% of their normal work
because: they have contracted COVID-19, they have possibly contracted COVID-19,
they are susceptible to COVID-19 due to underlying or isolated conditions related to
COVID 19

3

The Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB)
gives income support to workers who must stay home to care for a child under 12 or
a disabled loved one or dependent due to circumstances related to the COVID-19
pandemic.

In addition, we have temporarily changed the conditions for enrollment in Employment Insurance
to facilitate access to benefits. From now on, you only need 120 hours of work to be eligible for
Employment Insurance. Also, the benefit rate is now a minimum of $ 500 per week for at least
26 weeks of regular benefits.

CULTURE
To compensate for the lack of insurance to cover production stoppages or interruptions related
to COVID-19, Canadian Heritage announced the creation of the Short-Term Compensation
Fund for Canadian audiovisual productions. The STCF will be administered by Telefilm
Canada and the Canada Media Fund. More information on the terms of the funding will be
communicated in the coming weeks. Stay tuned!

PROGRAM UPDATES
REGIONAL RELIEF AND RECOVERY
FUND (RRRF)

To support SMEs affected by the crisis,
the Government of Canada has set up the
Regional Relief and Recovery Fund of which
$ 30 million will be allocated to the SME MTL
network. It is now possible to apply for an
interest-free loan of $ 40,000 through the
SME MTL network.

CANADA EMERGENCY WAGE
SUBSIDY (CEWS)

It is still possible to apply for the 7th
application period or, retroactively, to
the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy.
Organizations as well as businesses are
eligible for this financial support. Our
government has also committed to extending
the CEWS until summer 2021. More
information will follow.

IMMIGRATION
CANADA

FAMILY REUNIFICATION DURING
A PANDEMIC
To promote family reunification, we
announced the establishment of a family
reunification process for couples in
long-term exclusive relationships and
the reunification of foreign nationals
for compassionate reasons in specific
circumstances. In addition, international
students will be able to enter Canada in a
gradual and safe manner starting October
20 to attend educational institutions
designated by their respective provincial
and territorial governments.

PROGRAM FOR PARENTS AND
GRANDPARENTS
For three weeks, from noon on October
13, 2020, until noon on November 3,
2020, Canadians and permanent residents
who wish to sponsor their parents and
grandparents to bring them to Canada will
have the opportunity to fill out online an
Interest in sponsorship form.

SPONSORSHIP REQUESTS
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada is also speeding up the processing
of spousal sponsorship applications by
increasing the number of public servants
by over 60%, using new technology to
digitize paper-based applications and to
conduct virtual interviews with applicants.

SINGLE PAYMENT FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

As of October 30, 2020, approximately 1.6 million people will start receiving automatic
payment for people with disabilities.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

We know that to protect the health of the population from COVID-19, we must invest in
research. In early October 2020, Health Canada initiated the first review of a COVID-19
vaccine authorization application. We have also made deals that will help us ensure that when
a vaccine is found for COVID-19, it will be effective, tested and ready for deployment. We
recently entered into an agreement with AstraZeneca to obtain up to 20 million doses of its
candidate vaccines, as well as agreements in principle for millions of vaccines with 12 different
candidate vaccines. Similarly, we are taking part in the Global COVID-19 Vaccine Access
Center (COVAX) program to provide fair, equitable and timely access to COVID-19 vaccines.
Screening is an essential part of the fight against the pandemic. Thus, our government has
signed a new agreement with Abbott Rapid Diagnostics for 20.5 million rapid screening tests
to reduce wait times for results.

For information on federal programs related to Covid-19: canada.ca/coronavirus
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