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Dear fellow citizens:

Above all, I want to wish you and your family a very 
happy New Year 2021, and I hope that during the 
holiday season you were able to take care of your-
self and your loved ones. During these trying times, 
action and solidarity are an important means of 
building resilience. Thus, I would like to commend 
the many good volunteer initiatives that have 
been put in place during this period of the year 
to help our neighbors, businesses and community 
organizations. During the crisis, our government 
has ensured our constituency’s social safety net 
by supporting the citizens, businesses and orga-
nizations hardest hit by COVID-19. In the efforts 
expended to fight the pandemic, $8 out of $10 
have been provided by the federal government. 
With these funds, we have been able, among other 
things, to support organizations in Hochelaga that 

address issues such as homelessness, long-term 
care accommodation (CHSLDs) and food banks. 

We begin the new year in a spirit of hope in the 
form of a new vaccine. However, we must not 
let our guard down, and we must continue to be 
vigilant and to respect public health instructions 
to slow down and stop the spread of COVID-19. 
Let us look ahead and work together to develop 
the full potential of Hochelaga and Montreal-East. 
Please send us your comments, suggestions or 
questions by answering the survey below.
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A WORD FROM YOUR MP

APPOINTMENT TO THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

SURVEY FOR CONSTITUENTS

The year 2021 brings new challenges! 

I am very honored to have been appointed a member of the Standing Committee 
on Official Languages. Having been raised under Bill 101, I take this new role very 
seriously, as there is no doubt that French, the minority language in Canada, is in clear 
decline in Montreal. Within this committee, I will be ensuring that I give francophones 
one more voice while fully protecting our community’s anglophone minority.

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING ISSUES 
REPRESENT A PRIORITY FOR YOU? 
(Note from 1 to 4 the order of priority) 
͟ Transportation
͟ Food security
͟ Housing
͟ Development of Montreal’s east end

COMMENTS:

WHAT FEDERAL PROGRAMS HAVE YOU BENEFITED FROM  
DURING THE COVID PANDEMIC? 
□  CERB (Canada Emergency Response Benefit)
□  CRB (Canada Recovery Benefit)
□  CRSB (Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit)
□  CRCB (Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit)
□  CERS (Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy)
□  CEWS (Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy)
□  EI (Employment Insurance benefits and leave)
□  CEBA (Canada Emergency Business Account)



WORK ACCOMPLISHED OVER THE PAST WEEKS

That as part of the federal Reaching 
Home initiative, the shelter managed 
by CAP Saint-Barnabé and CARE 
Montreal for people experiencing 
homelessness was opened in the 
former YMCA on Hochelaga Street.

UPDATING OF PROGRAMS
THE CANADA EMERGENCY RENT SUBSIDY (CERS) is now available!
This subsidy is allotted to businesses, non-profit organizations or charities to 
cover part of their commercial rent or property expenses. A subsidy of up to  
65% will be paid directly to eligible tenants and landlords who have seen a 
drop in revenue during the COVID-19 pandemic (available retroactively until 
September 27, 2020).

SUPPORT MEASURE IN THE EVENT OF CONFINEMENT 
 A 25% rent supplement intended for companies that have been forced to close 
due to measures put in place by the local public health authorities is added to 
the CERS.

THE CANADA EMERGENCY BUSINESS ACCOUNT (CEBA) 
provides interest-free loans to small businesses and not-for-profit organizations 
of up to $20,000, in addition to the original amount of $40,000. The deadline to 
apply has been extended to March 31, 2021. 

Volunteering during the holidays
The making and delivery of Christmas 
baskets for the holiday season. It 
was a pleasure for my team and I 
to help volunteers of various local 
organizations prepare baskets for less 
fortunate families.  

Round table on housing, food 
security and innovation
I invited Minister Ahmed Hussen, 
Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau and 
Parliamentary Secretary Will Amos to 
various virtual round tables to answer 
questions from organizations and 
businesses.

DO YOU KNOW?
That more than 25 organizations 
in Hochelaga benefited from a total 
of $860,000 in 2020? This amount 
comes from the Emergency Fund for 
Community Support as well as the 
Emergency Fund for Food Security.
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VACCINE
Our government has negotiated 
with no less than seven 
promising vaccine manufacturers 
around the world. Consequently, 
we have been able to secure 
the most diverse portfolio of 
vaccines and the highest number 
of doses per capita in the world. 
The first vaccines will begin to be 
administered as of the month of 
December 2020.

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES
Wellness Together Canada: https://ca.portal.gs/?lang=en-ca
Urgent care: text WELLNESS to 741741
1-866-APPELLE: suicideactionmontreal.org (1-866-277-3553)
Tel-Aide: 514-935-1101


