
Dear fellow citizens,

A few weeks ago, I had the honor of being 
appointed by the Prime Minister as Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Department of Transport. I 
look forward to starting my work alongside my 
colleague, the Minister of Transport, the Honorable 
Omar Alghabra. Transportation is at the heart of 
the fight against climate change, green recovery, 
job creation and economic growth for Hochelaga, 
as well as the rest of the country.

Whether it be through more affordable zero-emis-
sion vehicles or working towards achieving carbon 
neutrality in the manufacturing, transportation, 
natural resources and energy sectors, it is essential 
that we continue to work for the development of 
green, accessible and structuring transport for our 
cities and communities.

As you know, the development of eastern Montreal, 
especially Hochelaga, requires better mobility for 
citizens. In fact, our government has announced a 
historic investment of $ 15 billion for new public 
transit projects.

The challenges associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic remains. Our government continues to 
invest to give you the means to weather the crisis 

and to support organizations and businesses hard 
hit by the pandemic. Our priority is health and 
vaccine delivery. Our government has committed 
to delivering 44 million doses to the provinces by 
June. Anyone who wants to can get the vaccine 
by the summer.

Moreover, on 7 April on the CIUSS territory of east 
end Montreal, 111,439 people were vaccinated, 
83% of whom were aged 70 and over. As soon 
as the vaccine is available for your age group, I 
recommend you get vaccinated.

My team and I have been telecommuting for a year 
now, and we continue to adapt in order to res-
pond quickly to your questions, despite the current 
circumstances.

Do not hesitate to call us and leave us a message. 
We usually do follow-up within 24 to 48 working 
hours. I am present virtually, and in the field, in 
compliance with public health measures. My prio-
rity is to give you the support you need. I'm here 
for you.

Soraya Martinez Ferrada  
Member of Parliament for Hochelaga
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TRIBUTE TO ROLAND BARBIER 
Mr. Barbier is retiring after having worked for 20 years as the director of the Hochelaga Community 
Center. I had the honor of presenting him with a medal and a certificate of recognition for his work, 
his continued support and commitment to the community of Hochelaga, and his fight against stigma 
and poverty. He was notably behind Operation Sous Zero, which provides winter clothes to thousands 
of children each year in Hochelaga and throughout the Province of Quebec. I wanted to thank him 
personally for his big heart, and wish him the best of luck with his future plans for the coming years!
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Pierre Lessard-Blais, Alexandre Leduc, Éric Alan Caldwell and I have 
met citizens of Montreal-East to share concerns and comments 
with regards to the Eastern REM project. Our priority is to hear 
your concerns in order to better represent you.

We were live on Facebook with Pablo Rodriguez, Leader of the 
Government in the House of Commons and Lieutenant of Quebec, 
during which we discussed our roles as MPs of Montreal-East. We also 
answered your questions regarding accommodation or transport.

Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Canadian Heritage, and I, discussed 
the various issues of the digital world and their impact on our local 
artists. You can revisit all our Facebook exchanges directly on my 
Facebook page at Soraya Martinez Ferrada.

Minister Bardish Chagger announced $600,000 in funding for GRIS-
MTL and the LGBTQ2 Family Coalition. These two organizations 
in Hochelaga received this funding within the framework of the 
LGBTQ2 Community Capacity Fund.

Via Facebook, along with Mélanie Joly, Minister of Economic 
Development and Official Languages. Together, we addressed 
different issues such as the place of women in the labor market, 
entrepreneurship during COVID-19 as well as official languages and 
how they fit into our society. Thank you to everyone who asked 
questions.

First live Instagram with Marie Gagné, a YouTuber activist for LGBTQ2 
communities. She explains how she succeeds in reaching young 
people and in raising their awareness of LGBTQ2 issues through 
her videos. She also tells us about her favorite shops and places in 
Hochelaga, her new borough.
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During these difficult times for our sugar shacks, I decided to 
have someone in the riding draw a Ma Cabane à la maison hearty 
traditional sugar-shack lunch box. The winners of the draw were 
Charles-Antoine and his wife, Shanie.

I was very happy to distribute, while respecting sanitary measures, 
bags, water bottles and frisbees to the Maison du Pharillon, at the 
Hochelaga Community Center, and to Un Prolongement à la Famille 
de Montreal, community organizations in Hochelaga. If you know of 
organizations that could also benefit from these items, please let me 
know by email or phone.

Excellent news for the Centre d’études des procédés chimiques 
du Québec (CÉPROCQ) at Collège Maisonneuve, one of the four 
beneficiaries of a total investment of $1 million from our government 
to promote the "going green plan".

VACCINES

NUMBER OF VACCINES IN QUEBEC
As of April 19, 2021 

2,834,157 vaccine doses   
were delivered to the Province of Quebec and 71.89% of these 
doses were administered. 

The Olympic Stadium was converted into a vaccination clinic. 
I visited the new facilities and took the time to thank all the 
health workers who work diligently to ensure that vaccines are 
administered in a safe and responsible manner. If you are in the 
segment of the population that can get vaccinated, contact the 
Government of Quebec to make an appointment:
- quebec.ca/vaccincovid
- 1-877-644-4545

NUMBER OF VACCINES IN CANADA 
As of April 19, Canada has received  

12.6 million doses  
of the COVID-19 vaccine
An additional 3 million doses were delivered ahead of 
schedule. We are on track to receive a total of over 40 million 
doses by the end of June. By the end of September, we will 
have enough vaccines for everyone.

A BILL TO BETTER PROTECT YOU: 
Our government has introduced a bill to provide additional support measures for vaccines, provincial health systems and municipalities.

$19 billion
This funding would be in addition to that already transferred to the 
provinces through the Safe Restart Agreement in order to:

 Protect your health
 Get people back to work safely
 Prepare our cities for the different waves of COVID-19

An additional $ 7.2 billion to:
 Respond to urgent health care needs across the country
 Distribute vaccines against COVID-19
 Establish infrastructure projects in our cities and municipalities
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A YEAR OF PANDEMIC: 
WE ARE HERE FOR 
THE CITIZENS OF 
HOCHELAGA
Over the past year, we have been 
able, through various programs, to 
support the citizens, organizations 
and businesses of Hochelaga and help 
them get through the crisis.

Housing:  
$4.5 million  

invested in various affordable 
housing projects.

Emergency Fund for Community 
Support: More than 35 organizations 

have benefited from this funding  
for a total of 

$1.9 million. 

Local Food Infrastructure Fund: 
More than $50,000 

has enabled initiatives to be 
taken, such as the acquisition 
of a refrigerated truck for CAP 

Saint-Barnabé.

COVID-19 Emergency Fund to 
Support organizations in charge of 

Culture, Heritage and Sports: 

Over $1.3 million 
was invested during the pandemic 

to support a sector that is part of the 
identity of Hochelaga. 

COVID-19 
HOW ARE WE HELPING YOU?
WE CONTINUE TO HELP QUEBECERS COPE WITH COVID-19 BY:
 
-  Increasing the maximum number of weeks of availability to regular Employment 

Insurance benefits to 50 weeks
-  Giving self-employed workers access to special benefits under the Employment 

Insurance plan
-  Increasing the number of weeks of availability from 26 to 38 weeks to the Canada 

Emergency Response Benefit 
-  Increasing from 2 to 4 the maximum number of weeks of availability to the Canada 

Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB)
Please note: all international travelers who have completed or are required to 
complete a mandatory quarantine will not be eligible for the CRSB retroactively to 
October 2, 2020. 

 
CANADA EMERGENCY BUSINESS ACCOUNT (CEBA) 
 
The application period is extended to June 30, 2021
Check the status of your request here: https://status-statut.ceba-cuec.ca

To date,  
for every $10 

spent to fight the 
pandemic in Canada, 

$8 is provided 
by the federal 
government 

SORAYA MARTINEZ FERRADA 
Member of Parliament  
for Hochelaga 
Soraya.MartinezFerrada@parl.gc.ca 
sorayamartinezferrada.ca 
514-283-2655
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In Quebec, 839,600 of the 952,300 
jobs lost during the pandemic have 

been regained. This represents a rate 
of job recovery of 88.2%.

Our goal is to reduce poverty by 
50% by 2030.

To over 1.3 million 
Canadians lifted out 

of poverty  
since 2015, including 435,000 
children and 45,000 seniors.
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