
Dear fellow citizens,

The decrease in the number of COVID-19 cases in 
Quebec and the rest of Canada is encouraging. As 
of July 8, more than 54.5 million doses of vaccine 
have been delivered to provinces and territories, 
including 11 million doses in Quebec. Canada 
ranks first among G7 and G20 countries for admi-
nistration of first doses per capita.

The situation continues to improve as we are 
slowly winning our battle against COVID-19, and 
we can all be proud of our efforts and resilience 
in the face of this pandemic. Our government has 
always been there to support you through various 
subsidies, such as the Canada Emergency Wage 
Subsidy (CEWS), the increase in the Canada child 
benefit, the payment of amounts to seniors, as well 
as several support programs that provide relief to 
community organizations and small businesses.

Over the past few weeks, I have met with many 
of you, and I am proud of the courage you have 
shown and your involvement towards the commu-
nity of Hochelaga, its community organizations and 
in its citizens. You have adapted and contributed 
to the collective effort during the pandemic. Coop 

Couturières Pop sewed masks, Cuisine collective 
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve provided thousands of 
meals, Courrier Plus used innovative transport 
solutions to provide fast and effective delivery 
throughout the pandemic, and restaurants and 
cafes are finally reopening after not being able to 
operate for several months. I am happy to finally 
meet with you during the summer months.

Throughout the summer, I will continue to be pre-
sent in the streets to greet you and to discuss the 
various issues that are relevant to our community. 
After 15 months of virtual activities, I am very 
excited to meet with you again in the flesh.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions or concerns. My team and I are 
here to answer your questions and to find solutions 
to your needs.

I look forward to seeing you in the streets of 
Hochelaga!

 

Soraya Martinez Ferrada  
Députée d’Hochelaga
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ALLOCATION OF $234,245 FOR URBAN AGRICULTURE  
IN HOCHELAGA
Along with my colleague, Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture, I announced an investment of $234,245 for the Cuisine collective 
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve. This grant will finance their urban farm project, including the first vertical greenhouse in eastern Montreal, located 
at 5600 Hochelaga Street.
This remarkable model of urban agriculture works and fits into its 
environment. The fruits and vegetables harvested will benefit local 
low-income housing, community organizations that provide food aid, 
neighborhood schools, as well as the Marché solidaire. Fruit and vege-
table production will result in the employment and integration of seve-
ral people into the labor market.

50 000 square feet of greenhouses
36.5 tons of vegetables
2 tons of fruit (as a result  
of the maturing of new trees)

THE URBAN FARM PROJECT : 

To date, for every 

$10 spent  
to fight the pandemic  

in Canada,  
$8 is provided by the 
federal government
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MEETING WITH ORGANIZATIONS
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Pétanque with seniors
I would like to thank the seniors of Habitations de Bellechasse for 
inviting me to their daily game of pétanque at Parc Léon-Provancher. 
We took the opportunity to discuss the various measures for seniors 
provided for in our 2021 budget.

ESTim Prize Gala
Among the 13 winners, five Hochelaga organizations stood out at the 
ESTim Awards Gala organized each year by the Chambre de commerce 
de l’Est de Montréal: Fillion Électronique, SIGMA-RH Solutions, Biodôme 
de Montréal, Espace pour la vie, and CIUSSS de l'Est-de-l'Île-de-Mon-
tréal. Congratulations to our winners who promote eastern Montreal.

Femmes-relais diploma
I am honored to have been able to be present for the graduation of the 
Femmes-relais of the 2020-2021 cohort, and to have been able to give 
them a certificate to underline their involvement. The work of these ins-
piring women is simply exceptional. The Femmes-relais 200 portes HM 
project aims at the socio-professional integration of immigrant women 
by mobilizing and supporting their families to help them integrate and 
create links with their community. You are truly resilient women and 
role models. Once again, congratulations on obtaining this diploma.

Coop Couturières Pop 
Coop Couturières Pop is a cooperative of women workers who brings 
together seamstresses working in collaboration with local designers 
and creators. Services offered include reparations and alterations for 
individuals. Throughout the pandemic, the Coop has adapted to emer-
ging needs by manufacturing masks and medical gowns. I am proud 
that our government is supporting the development of social economy 
enterprises such as the Coop.

Graduation 2021 ceremony 
I would like to highlight the work of Hochelaga’s 2021 graduates. This 
has not been an easy year. However, despite the pandemic, you have 
shown resilience, solidarity and strong will. You are an example to fol-
low. Take pleasure in each moment this summer, you more than deserve 
it. I also take this opportunity to underline the school staff’s dedication. 
Thank you for taking care of our young people during the year, which 
was unlike any other.

Vigil against Islamophobia
In the aftermath of the violent terrorist attack on a Muslim family in 
London, Ontario, I attended the vigil to pay tribute to the victims, and 
had the opportunity to visit the Al Hidayat Community Center. I wish 
to reiterate my commitment to fight Islamophobia. This hatred and 
intolerance have no place in our society. My most sincere sympathies 
to the relatives of the victims, to my friends and fellow citizens of the 
Muslim faith. I am your ally.
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New citizens of Hochelaga
On July 9, I had the pleasure of presenting certificates to the new 
citizens of Hochelaga. It was important for me to mark this stage in 
their life and, above all, to welcome them. I want to thank these new 
citizens for choosing Hochelaga. 

Star of the month
La Pataterie is our star this month. On June 24, our National Day, I 
met Jean and Roger, regulars at La Pataterie, to talk about this emblem 
which has existed in Hochelaga for more than four decades. Very 
famous for its burgers, fries and especially its poutine, La Pataterie 
offers a decor in the image of Hochelaga: a large fresco of the Olympic 
Stadium painted on the wall. You can listen to the capsule on my 
Facebook page at Soraya Martinez Ferrada

BUY LOCAL
Buying local means purchasing products made and cultivated 
in Quebec and prioritizing our local businesses. I always enjoy 
meeting and encouraging our caring and dynamic business 
owners.

WHY BUY LOCAL?
The positive impact created 
on our regional economy by 
contributing to ethical trade 
reduces our environmental 
footprint, contributes to 
sustainable development 
and encourages job 
creation in our community.

Minister Omar Alghabra visits Hochelaga
My colleague, the minister of Transport, Omar Alghabra, met with 
the Comité sectoriel de main-d’oeuvre en aérospatiale (CAMAQ) in 
Hochelaga. We discussed transportation issues in eastern Montreal 
as well as our government's commitments to the aerospace sector.

DO YOU WANT ME TO COME TO SEE YOU? 
Or to visit your green alley, your park,  
your company or your business? 

All meetings will take place in compliance  
with the sanitary measures in place.

WALKING THROUGH THE 
STREETS OF HOCHELAGA
YOUR MP IN THE FIELD
After 15 months of virtual meetings, I am finally able to 
through the streets of Hochelaga with one goal only: to 
meet you! It is important for me to speak with you in person 
and listen to your needs and concerns.

https://www.facebook.com/SorayaMartinezFerrada


THE SUM OF OVER $10 MILLION GRANTED TO 
HOCHELAGA TO ADAPT INFRASTRUCTURES  
TO THE REALITIES OF COVID-19
A COVID-19 Resilience component has been added to the 

Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program to help health and education organizations adapt to the 
pandemic. In Hochelaga, the Resilience to COVID-19 component has funded the Montreal Heart 
Institute, the Teccart Institute, the Collège de Maisonneuve, the CIUSS de l'Est-de-l'Île-de-Montréal 
and the Grace Dart Extended Care Center.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVING LONG-TERM 
SUSTAINABILITY AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH
Access to affordable housing is a matter of dignity. This is why our government  
has invested, along with the province of Quebec, $100 million to: 

QUICK RESPONSE TO THE HOUSING CRISIS 
The housing crisis is having a negative impact.
As a result of the $1.5 billion increased funding for the Rapid Housing Initiative (RHI) to 
address the urgent housing needs, we are responding to this crisis by:

  Financing the construction of housing for the most vulnerable people in 12 months;

  Building 9,200 homes, three times more than our initial target of 3,000;

  Investing $4.5 million in Hochelaga community organizations to build housing that 
meets the needs of people facing dire circumstances.

$700 MILLION IN SUPPORT  
ALLOCATED TO THE CULTURAL SECTOR 
The cultural community has been severely impacted by 
the lockdown and cancellations due to the pandemic. Our 
government will always be there to help the community get 

back on its feet and promote its sustainable recovery! I look forward to being able to attend 
festivals, see shows and support our local artists.
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WORK CARRIED OUT IN THE LAST WEEKS 

10 
low-rental housing 
units in Montreal 

have been renovated

517 
apartments  

in total 

2 
in Hochelaga

40 
families will be 
accommodated

$97,075 ALLOCATED TO THE DR JULIEN FOUNDATION
The Dr. Julien Foundation has received $97,075 in federal funding within 
the framework of the Enabling Accessibility Fund (EAF). This funding will 
allow them to build a ramp, washrooms, a door and a counter accessible to 
people with disabilities. 
The 2021 budget proposes: 

  An additional funding of $100 million over two years to support small and 
medium-sized projects, 
  An additional $29.2 million over two years to help children with disabilities.

FOR A GREENER, MORE 
SUSTAINABLE AND MORE 
ELECTRIC FUTURE
The sale of gasoline vehicles will be 
banned in Canada in 2035. 
We are thus exceeding our initial 
objective, which was to ban them  
by 2040.

2 BILLION TREES OVER  
THE NEXT 10 YEARS
Within the framework of the fight 
against climate change, our government 
promised to plant 2 billion trees in 
2019. To achieve this goal, we will begin 
planting this summer, both in urban and 
rural areas. Planting trees will create 
4,300 new green jobs for the middle 
class throughout the country.

WHEN OUR ENVIRONMENTAL 
OBJECTIVES ARE  
ENSHRINED IN LAW 
Our government has worked on 
implementing a Canadian Net-Zero 
Emissions Accountability Act. The Act 
will ensure a process that legally binds 
all future governments, regardless of 
political party, to achieve Canada’s 
target of net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050, and it officially 
entered into force on June 29, 2021. 

Our government intends to respect 
these objectives: 

  By integrating into legislation our 
new emission reduction target for 
2030, a reduction of 40 to 45% 
from 2005 levels.

  By creating an advisory group made 
up of various experts to provide the 
government with the best advice 
to achieve the target of net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

TOGETHER FOR  
THE ENVIRONMENT


