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A WORD FROM SORAYA
Dear Citizens,
During Black History Month celebrated in
Canada every February, I would like to recall
the present and past contribution of black communities to the social, economic and cultural
development of this country. In particular, I
would like to mention Mary Ann Shadd, the
first black woman to publish a newspaper in
Ontario from 1853 to 1857. The achievements
of black communities are part of the very fabric
of our nation. To the entire black community
of Hochelaga, I wish you a wonderful Black
History Month, and rest assured that you can
always count on me.
A special thank you to all health care workers
for your enormous sacrifices during this pandemic. We know we can always count on your
commitment. I would also like to congratulate
our teachers and all school staff for their dedication to our children in an unprecedented
educational context.
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To all the artists of Hochelaga, I look forward to
meeting you and admiring your talent. We must
all continue our efforts in the fight against the
pandemic. Since vaccination is now offered to
the entire population, I encourage you to get
your third dose so that we are able to go back
to normal life.
Let me remind you that even in a virtual context,
I am at your service. If you have any questions
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact
me or my team.
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A sign that our efforts are bearing fruit, cinemas and theaters have been reopened since
February 7. Let’s face it, the cultural environment has been one of the most affected during
the pandemic. Fortunately, Hochelaga has several cultural organizations that have managed to
maintain their services to the population.
I have had my third booster dose.

ENDING HOMELESSNESS IN AN INCLUSIVE MANNER
I am very proud to have participated in the inauguration of 3629, rue SainteCatherine. Managed by the organization L’Anonyme, it will offer 14  rooms
and common areas to people experiencing homelessness such as sex
workers, drug addicts and people with mental health problems. The project
involves many community organizations in Hochelaga-Maisonneuve.
I have always defended the most vulnerable. This is why our government
has invested $870,000 in this innovative project which, I hope, will inspire
others in Montreal and Quebec.

DEVELOP COMMUNITY HOUSING
I was pleased to announce investments of $118 million to help housing co-ops
keep rents affordable. This concrete gesture will help alleviate the housing crisis
in Montreal, because having a roof over your head is essential. I have always
believed in the cooperative model, as it gives families the stability they need
to make ends meet. This announcement is part of a series of other housing
assistance measures that our government has put in place since 2015.

SUPPORTING
THE LGBTQ2+
COMMUNITY

MEETING KEY PLAYERS FROM
THE ALLIANCE POUR L’EST
DE MONTRÉAL
I met François Bergeron from the
l’Alliance pour l’Est de Montréal.
We discussed important issues,
such as the impacts of the REM de
l’Est on the quality of life, Ray-Mont
Logistiques and the means to be
deployed to make the ecological
transition of the eastern part of
Montreal a reality.

Conversion therapies have no place in a
civilized society respectful of minorities
such as ours. I am very proud of this law
which reaffirms the right of everyone to
love whoever they want.

GARAGE À MUSIQUE
The Garage à musique, which
constitutes an important organization
in the lives Hochelaga’s youth,
celebrates its 14th anniversary this
year. I was able to discuss issues,
priorities and future projects with
Patrick Coiteux, Noémie Rouillé and
Justine McIntyre.

TAX CLINIC
The Centre communautaire Petite-Côte
de Rosemont is looking for volunteers
for its tax clinic, which will take place on
April 4 and 5, 2022.
My team will be there to meet you and to support the
organization!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET INVOLVED?
514 722-1851 or afavron@petitecote.org

INDIVIDUAL
VIRTUAL
MEETINGS
The tightening of sanitary measures forces me to
suspend mobile offices for an indefinite period of time.
Nevertheless, I am at your disposal!
As of now, you can write me or call me to set up a virtual
meeting.
514-283-2655
Soraya.MartinezFerrada@parl.gc.ca

La version originale de ce document est en français. Svp me contacter pour obtenir une copie : Soraya.MartinezFerrada@parl.gc.ca

The paper used for all our newsletters is recycled and Canadian.

On January 7, the law prohibiting
conversion therapy came into force.
This is the cruel and degrading practice
of attempting to change an individual’s
sexual orientation from homosexual or
bisexual to heterosexual, or to change
their gender identity.

