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A WORD FROM SORAYA
Dear Citizens,
We were all looking forward to the moment
where the gradual lifting of health measures
would permit people to return to a “normal” life,
and I look forward to meeting you in the flesh,
either at our constituency office or at our mobile
offices.
My work in Ottawa continues, whether in the
House of Commons or on the standing committee on social development. Within this committee, we examine employment issues, especially in
the case of people with disabilities. We are also
actively looking for solutions to address labor
shortages and improve working conditions for
healthcare workers and childcare workers who
have been on the front lines during this pandemic.
As well, we have amended the Old Age Security
Act to exclude any Pandemic Benefit income in
calculating the Guaranteed Income Supplement

and Allowance in the future, and we’re making
one-time payments to seniors whose benefits
were affected in 2020.
I will end by reiterating my support for the
Ukrainian people and for all Canadian-Ukrainians living in Hochelaga. Russia’s aggression
threatens world peace and reminds us of how
privileged we are to be living in a safe country.
I am hopeful that a peaceful resolution can be
found to solve this conflict.
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Looking forward to seeing you in person!
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FORCING THE WEB GIANTS
TO PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE

The last reform of the Broadcasting Act dates back to 1991, before the arrival of
the Internet. With Bill C-11, major Internet platforms such as Netflix, Crave and
Spotify will be subject to the same rules as traditional broadcasters such as television or radio. These platforms will have to offer more French-language content
and contribute financially to our cultural sector.

MODERNIZING OUR
IMMIGRATION SYSTEM
We announced concrete measures to speed up the processing of immigration and citizenship applications, whether for sponsorships, work permits or
permanent residences. In addition to hiring 500 employees, our government
is hard at work completing the computerization of immigration procedures.
These improvements will build on what Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada has already done to modernize the system. Last year, my team and I
intervened in nearly 340 immigration files.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
I, along Minister Ahmed Hussen and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
of Quebec, Andrée Laforest were proud to announce the creation of 1,446 social and
affordable housing units. In partnership with Quebec, these units will be underway by
the end of the year thanks to an investment of $338 million from the Rapid Housing
Initiative (RHI). They will target vulnerable Canadians such as seniors, people with
mental health problems and women who are victims of domestic violence. Under the
National Housing Strategy, we will invest $72 billion across the country over 10 years.
Housing is a right and a priority for our government. Much work remains to be done!

DID YOU KNOW?
PRE-BUDGET
CONSULTATIONS
I held pre-budget consultations with citizens and community organizations in Hochelaga to find out their priorities. The following stood out:
The green and inclusive recovery of the economy
Maintaining federal benefits
The creation of social housing

Built by the Montreal Light, Heat and
Power Company (MLH&P) at the western
limit of the former city of Hochelaga, on du
Havre and Logan streets, the gasometer,
commissioned in 1931, has long dominated eastern Montreal’s landscape. With
its diameter of 64 m, its height of 105 m
and its capacity of 283,000 cubic meters,
it was the largest gasometer in the world.
The gas came from a plant located in
LaSalle. The MLH&P having been nationalized in 1944, Hydro-Québec transferred
its gas activities to the Corporation du gaz
naturel du Québec (Gaz Métro/Énergir)
in 1957. Considered as being dilapidated,
the company decided to get rid of the
Hochelaga gasometer in order to relocate
its storage facilities along Highway 40 in
Rivière-des-Prairies. The new site was put
into operation in 1969. The old gasometer
was dismantled in February 1970.

NEXT MOBILE OFFICE
March 19, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Notre-Dame-des-Victoires Church
Salle Joseph-Thibaudeau, 5751 avenue Pierre-De Coubertin
I will be there to answer your questions!
Registered people will be given priority. You can register by contacting me at 514-283-2655 or by writing to me
at Soraya.MartinezFerrada@parl.gc.ca

A version of this newsletter is available in English. Please contact me for a copy at: Soraya.MartinezFerrada@parl.gc.ca
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